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IN BRIEF

With the recently implemented schemes for long-term -
foreigners can now benefit of residency visas valid for 5
or 10 years automatically renewable- & permanent
residencies for investors, entrepreneurs and specialized
talents.

The UAE residency by investment program, has seen a
lot of investors flock to Dubai to make a permanent
home for them and their families.

The UAE’S economy which is growing at a rapid pace,
coupled with its tax-free residency status, high standards
of life, access to business opportunities, and political
stability makes it a very attractive country for investors,
expatriates and families.

Therefore, it is not a surprise that the UAE is now a top
choice for Ultra and High Net Worth Individuals who wish
to take up permanent residence.
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“There are no income, inheritance, 
wealth and gift tax for individuals 
having the status of tax resident in 
the UAE”

T A B L E O F C O N T E N T S

1. What is the long-term residency 
program about?

2. What are the main routes to 
obtaining a UAE long term tax 
residency in 2020?

3. What are the investment 
requirements to be granted the 
UAE tax residency? 

4. What are the other main 
residency programs about? 

5. What are the types of residence 
visas and related requirements?

6. How to substantiate your tax 
residency in the UAE? Tax 
residency certificate (TRC)

7. What are the main tax and other 
benefits of the UAE tax 
residency?

8. How can we assist you?
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1. WHAT IS THE LONG-TERM & PERMANENT RESIDENCY PROGAM ABOUT?

The UAE - a federation of seven Emirates consisting of Abu Dhabi, Ajman, Dubai, Fujairah, Ras Al-
Khaimah, Sharjah, and Umm Al-Quwain- is home to almost 10 million residents. According to the World
Bank, the U.A.E.’s GDP increased from $104.337 billion in 2000 to $348.743billion in 2016, coming only
second to Saudi Arabia in the GCC. This impressive GDP growth reflects the rich natural resources of the
U.A.E., which holds the seventh-largest proved reserves of oil and natural gas in the world. However,
this growth also reflects broader U.A.E. efforts to develop and diversify its economy through foreign
direct investments.

The UAE Residency program grants investors residencies between 3 years -10 years, and upon its expiry
you will be able to renew it without limitations on number of times it can be renewed. It also grants the
right to permanent residency, which does not need to be renewed.

With a residence in the United Arab Emirates you can obtain visa for immediate family members: wife,
husband, parents and children under 18 year old. In order to maintain resident visa valid you are
required to enter the Emirates at least one time every six months except for long term residency
permits.

2. WHAT ARE THE MAIN ROUTES TO OBTAINING A UAE LONG TERM TAX RESIDENCY IN 2020?

There are five main routes to obtaining a UAE residency through investment with respective
requirements to qualify for:

Å Investments substantially above AED 10 million in existing UAE company (Gold card Permanent
Residency granted)

Å Investment in public investments of at least AED 10 million (10-Year Residency granted)
ÅReal estate investment in UAE of at least AED 5 million (5-Year Residency granted)
ÅReal estate investment in UAE worth at least AED 1 million (3-Year Residency granted)
ÅCompany Formation starting from AED 9,000 (3-Year Residency granted)

Whichever options investors choose, one thing is for certain that this is a straightforward program
which grants investors residency through investment within the shortest time possible (from 10 working
days).

3. WHAT ARE THE INVESTMENT REQUIREMENTS TO BE GRANTED THE UAE TAX RESIDENCY?

i. Investment in public investments substantially above AED 10 million (Gold Card Visa - Permanent
Residency granted)
The investment may take many forms such as:

ÅA deposit substantially above AED 10 million in an investment fund inside the country,
ÅEstablishing a company in the UAE with a capital substantially above AED 10 million (free of any

debt financing and which must be kept for at least 3 years),
ÅPartnering in an existing or a new company with a share value substantially above AED10 million,

or
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ÅHaving a total investment substantially above AED 10 million in all areas mentioned, on condition
that the investment in sectors other than real estate is not less than 60 per cent of the total
investment (free of any debt financing and which must be kept for at least 3 years- real estate
investment, if any, of AED4 Million maximum).

ii. Investment in public investments of at least AED 10 million (Long Term Residency – 10 Years
granted)

The investment may take many forms such as:

ÅA deposit of at least AED 10 million in an investment fund inside the country,
ÅEstablishing a company in the UAE with a capital of not less than AED 10 million (free of any

debt financing and which must be kept for at least 3 years),

ÅPartnering in an existing or a new company with a share value of not less than AED10 million, or
ÅHaving a total investment of not less than AED 10 million in all areas mentioned, on condition

that the investment in sectors other than real estate is not less than 60 per cent of the total
investment (free of any debt financing and which must be kept for at least 3 years- real estate
investment, if any, of AED4 Million maximum).

Conditions
ÅThe amount invested must not be loaned.
ÅThe investment should be retained for at least three years.
ÅThere should be a financial solvency up to AED 10 million.
ÅVisa can be extended to include business partners, on the condition that each partner contributes

AED 10 million.

iii. Real estate investment in UAE of at least AED 5 million (Long Term Residency – 5 Years granted)
The investment may take the form of :

Å Investment in a property in the UAE of at least AED 5 million.

Conditions:
ÅThe investor must invest in a property of a gross value of not less than AED 5 million.
ÅThe amount invested in real estate must not be on loan basis.
ÅThe property must be retained for at least three years.

iv. Real estate investment in UAE of at least AED 1 million (3-Year Residency granted)

The investment may take the form of:

Å Investment in a residential property in the UAE of at least AED 1 million.

Conditions:
ÅThe investor must invest in a property of a gross value of not less than AED 1 million.
ÅThe amount invested in real estate must not be on loan basis.
ÅThe property must be retained for at least three years.
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v. Company Formation starting cost AED 9,000 (3-Year Residency granted)

The investment may take the form of:

ÅEstablishing a company in the UAE starting from AED 9,000.

Conditions:
ÅThe investor must set up a company in the UAE which does not need to be operative and incur

functioning costs.
ÅThe company must be renewed as long as the visas holders (shareholders, their dependents or

employees) are residents in the UAE.

These residency routes allow the investor to apply for their dependents, spouse and children under 18
years old.

4. WHAT ARE THE OTHER MAIN RESIDENCY PROGRAMS ABOUT?

There are additional routes to obtaining the UAE Residency:

i. Entrepreneurs (5-Year Residency granted)
This category includes those having an existing project with a minimum capital of AED 500,000, or
those who have the approval of an accredited business incubator in the country. This avails the
entrepreneur the opportunity to be granted the long-term 5-year visa. The entrepreneur can include
the spouse and children, a partner and three executives.

ii. Outstanding Students
This category includes outstanding students with a minimum grade of 95 per cent in public and
private secondary schools university students within and outside the country having a distinction
GPA of at least 3.75 upon graduation. In this category, outstanding students are qualified to receive
the UAE Residency.

Wincore Advisory Group’s team of Advisors will assist you to determine which route will permit you to
most efficiently and successfully complete your residency and obtain a Tax Residency Certificate. We
also assist entrepreneurs and current UAE company owners to develop their business concept and
enter the targeted market while mitigating sharia law inheritance law and complying with economic
substance requirements.
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FREE ZONE COMPANY *STARTING 
FROM AED 9,000

MAINLAND COMPANY *STARTING 
FROM AED 29,999

2 YEARS INVESTOR/EMPLOYEE 
VISA ELIGIBILITY

3 YEARS PROPERTY VISA ELIGIBILITY

5 YEARS PROPERTY VISA ELIGIBILITY

AED 1 M <  PROPERTY’S VALUE  < 
AED 5 M

PROPERTY’S VALUE ≥ AED 5 M

PUBLIC INVESTMENT OF AED 10 M

ACCREDITED UAE BUSINESS 
INCUBATOR

≥ AED 500,000 PROJECT

TOTAL INVESTMENT > > AED 10 M

FINANCIAL SAVINGS ≥  AED 1 M

INCOME ≥ AED 20,000 PER MONTH

REAL ESTATE INVESTMENT IN THE 
UAE ≥ AED 2M

GOLDEN VISA 10 YEARS
VISA ELIGIBILITY

5 YEARS VISA ELIGIBILITY

PERMANENT VISA ELIGIBILITY

5 YEARS VISA ELIGIBILITY

10 YEARS SPECIALIST VISA 
ELIGIBILITY

Company Formation Visa Route (Shareholder or Employee)

Public Investments – Entrepreneur- Golden Visa Routes

Real Estate Investments Visa Route

Retirement Visa Route (for Senior over 55 Years old)

A Qualified Specialist Route (e.g. for scientists, specialized talents)

3 YEARS INVESTOR/EMPLOYEE 
VISA ELIGIBILITY
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5. WHAT ARE THE TYPES OF RESIDENCE VISAS AND RELATED REQUIREMENTS?
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VALIDITY REQUIREMENTS
DEPENDENTS’ RESIDENCY 

VISA
REQUIRED PRESENCE 

IN UAE
TIMEFRAME

COMPANY FORMATION

Á Mainland: 2Years

Á FreeZone: 3Years

Á Renewable

Á Company’s Trade license
Á Immigration /Establishment Card
Á Medical fitness test

Applicant can sponsor
dependents’ visa for
spouse and children’
under 18Years

At least one day in
UAE every 180 days

10 Working
Days

REAL ESTATE  INVESTMENT

Á 3 Years

Á Long-term visa 5 Years

Á Renewable

Á Co (3 year visa) or fully (5 year visa) owned
built property. If any mortgage, no more than
70% of property value.

Applicant can sponsor
dependents’ visa for
spouse and children’
under 18Years

At least one day in
UAE every 180 days

10 Working
Days

PUBLIC  INVESTMENTS

Á Long-term visa 10
years

Á Renewable

Á A deposit of at least AED 10 million in an
investment fund inside the country, Establishing a
company in the UAE with a capital of not less
than AED 10 million (free of any debt financing
and which must be kept for at least 3 years),

Á Partnering in an existing or a new company with
a share value of not less than AED10 million, OR

Á Having a total investment of not less than AED 10
million in all areas mentioned, on condition that
the investment in sectors other than real estate
is not less than 60 per cent of the total
investment (free of any debt financing and which
must be kept for at least 3 years- real estate
investment of AED4 Million maximum).

Applicant can sponsor
dependents’ visa for
spouse and children’
under 18Years

Minimum stay in the
UAE is not
applicable

10 Working
Days

GOLDEN CARD VISA

Á Permanent Residency

Á Automatically 
Renewed

Á A deposit substantially above AED 10 million in an
investment fund inside the country,

Á Establishing a company in the UAE with a capital
substantially above AED 10 million (free of any
debt financing and which must be kept for at
least 3 years),

Á Partnering in an existing or a new company with
a share value substantially above AED10 million,
OR

Á Having a total investment substantially above
AED 10 million in all areas mentioned, on
condition that the investment in sectors other
than real estate is not less than 60 per cent of the
total investment (free of any debt financing and
which must be kept for at least 3 years- real
estate investment of AED4 Million maximum)

Applicant can sponsor
dependents’ visa for
spouse and children’
under 18Years

Minimum stay in the
UAE is not
applicable

10 Working
Days

SPECIALIZED  TALENTS & 
RESEARCHERS

Á Long-term visa 10
years

Á Renewable

Á PhD degree (top 500 universities in the
world).

Á Mohammed bin Rashid Medal for Scientific
Excellence

Á Membership in an associated organization.
Á 10-year professional experience.
Á Specialization in areas of priority to the

UAE.
Á Contribution tomajor scientific research.
Á Published articles/ scientific books.

Applicant can sponsor
dependents’ visa for
spouse and children’
under 18Years

Minimum stay in the
UAE is not
applicable

10 Working
Days

ENTREPRENEURS

Á Long-term visa 5 Years

Á Renewable

Á At least AED 500,000 investment project
OR

Á Investment in a UAE accredited business
incubator

Applicant can sponsor
dependents’ visa for
spouse and children’
under 18Years

Minimum stay in the
UAE is not
applicable

10 Working
Days

RETIRED INDIVIDUALS

Á Long-term visa 5 Years

Á Renewable

Á Minimum AED 2 million UAE Real estate
investment,

Á Minimum AED 1 million Financial savings
in UAE held by UAE registered company
OR

Á Monthly income of at least Dh20,000

Applicant can sponsor
dependents’ visa for
spouse and children’
under 18Years

Minimum stay in the
UAE is not
applicable

10 Working
Days
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6. HOW TO SUBSTANTIATE YOUR TAX RESIDENCY IN THE UAE? TAX RESIDENCY CERTIFICATE (‘’TRC’’)

To obtain a tax residence certificate, an applicant must in principle reside in the UAE for at least 180 days
in the past year. However some exemptions exist based on subjective “close ties to the country” criteria.

7. WHAT ARE THE MAIN TAX AND OTHER BENEFITS OF THE UAE RESIDENCY?

ÅNo minimum requirement on the time spent annually in the jurisdiction (except for company
formation or real estate investment routes where one day presence in the UAE every 180 days
will be required). The TRC will require a legal physical presence in the UAE for a certain number of
days per year.

ÅThere are no income, wealth, inheritance, capital gain and gift tax in UAE for individuals having
the status of tax resident in the country.

ÅNo requirement to obtain a fiscal quitus from the foreign country of residence or origin.
ÅBenefit of large network of Double Tax Treaties to minimize foreign withholding taxes and benefit

of tax reliefs.
ÅSubstantiation of tax residency through grant of Tax residency certificate (TRC).
ÅCompetitive costs for issuance/renewal of the residence permit.
ÅAvailable local international financial centers and services providers.
ÅState-of-the-art infrastructure and an abundance of real estate properties with high yield on

investment.
ÅVariety of business premises
ÅPolitical stability
ÅSocial stability
ÅSafe for family; with access to world class health facilities and education models.
Å Local Asset and Wealth Protection vehicles
ÅEase of doing business
ÅProtection of intellectual property rights
ÅFavorable business regulations
ÅOpen and fast growing economy
ÅEconomic stability
ÅNo corporate, capital gain or dividend tax.
ÅReduced VAT at 5% only.
ÅThe UAE is blessed with a strategic location between the east and west, which makes it an

international business hub accessible to major emerging economies, linking shipping routes and
facilitating goods' transportation between the various regions in Middle East, Asia, Europe and
Africa.
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8. HOW CAN WE ASSIST YOU?

We have been helping successful entrepreneurs
worldwide to obtain the UAE Residency by
Investment. With an unequaled team of expert
Citizenship & Residency consultants in worldwide
immigration programs, Wincore Advisory Group will
assist you and your family to choose the most
relevant program to reach your targets. Protect your
family in a safe heaven, your wealth, your privacy,
your investment returns, and freedom.

As your trusted consultant, Wincore Advisory Group
will deploy all its efforts to annihilate any obstacles or
difficulties that might be surrounding your personal
situation so as to be in the best position to obtain
your UAE Residency in fast-track time.

If you wish to discuss the many benefits of obtaining
the UAE Residency or any other immigration program,
feel free to contact us.

A B O U T W I N C O R E A D V I S O R Y G R O U P

Wincore Advisory Group is a multi-disciplinary aggregate of citizenship and residency planning, tax planning,
corporate services, corporate finance and wealth structuring advisory services provider. Our group was founded by
prior executives and directors of major banks, trust, CSP and law firms to provide unmatched on-the-ground
competences in the Middle East, Africa, US and Europe.

Under a private and independent ownership, our goal and commitment is to provide high quality pragmatic,
confidential, flexible and efficient solutions to address our clientele’s specific needs in the fast-moving international
business and tax law environment.

Our corporate, finance and tax structuring team comprises multidisciplinary experts who have gained significant
experience in the GCC, Africa and Europe in large and reputable international firms and financial institutions.

To keep pace with the changing international marketplace, we also continuously work to strengthen our international
networks to deliver seamless and first-class services.

www.wincoreadvisory.com

Chinwe Azikiwe
Wincore Advisory Group
Senior Business Advisor
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