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IN BRIEF
The UK Sole Representative of an Overseas Business visa is
designed primarily for non-EEA nationals who want to
establish a representative office, branch or wholly-owned
subsidiary in the UK for the first time. This particular residency
route allows senior executives and managers of an overseas
company to enter and reside in the UK provided that: the
intention of the Sole Representative is to represent the
company in the UK, the representative owns less than 50%
shares of the company and must pass an approved English
language test.

“With Brexit in effect the best time
for company representatives
outside the UK looking to expand
their business into the UK is NOW ”
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1. PROGRAM IN DETAIL
An application for the UK Sole Representative of an Overseas Business visa can be filed as early as 3 months
before the intended travel date and a decision is usually made on the visa within 3 weeks from application
day. The initial visa period is 3 years which can be further extended to 2 years, after which there is a
possibility to apply and gain permission to settle indefinitely in the UK. One year after that, the
representative would have the option to apply to naturalise as a British citizen. It is possible to bring
dependents, such as a spouse and/or children under the age of 18, with you to the UK. Dependents follow
the same pathway to settlement and citizenship.
This program route is a great alternative option to the Tier 1 Entrepreneur route. It is great for
entrepreneurs and HNWIs looking to permanently settle in the UK and access the advantages of doing
business in the UK. With Brexit in effect the best time for company representatives outside the UK looking
to expand their business into the UK is now.
One of the main requirements for the UK Sole Representative of an Overseas Business visa is to
demonstrate that the overseas parent company is indeed a genuine enterprise with its principal place of
business based outside the UK. The Home Office will have to be extremely satisfied that the intention is
purely to establish a representative office, branch or a wholly-owned subsidiary in the UK and keep the
headquarter permanently overseas.
2. WHO CAN BE GRANTED A SOLE REPRESENTATIVE OF AN OVERSEAS BUSINESS VISA?
• An individual who is employed outside the UK by a company whose headquarters and principal place of
business are outside the UK.
• A senior executive or manager with related industry experience and knowledge that qualifies them to
represent the company in the UK.
• A person who holds a senior position within the company (but you must not be a major shareholder –
not more than 50% shares) and have full authority to make decisions on its behalf.
• A representative who intends to establish the company’s first commercial presence in the UK, for
example a registered branch or a wholly owned subsidiary.
• A sole representative who can financially support themselves and any dependents in the UK without
depending on public funds, and must be evidenced by proof of funds.
• A sole representative who has passed an approved English language test ( in particular the IELTS Life Skills
Test – A1 Speaking & Listening ) with at least CEFR level A1 in speaking and listening.
Nationals of the following countries already meet the English language requirement:
Antigua and Barbuda
Australia
the Bahamas
Barbados
Belize
Canada
Dominica
Grenada

Guyana
Jamaica
New Zealand
St Kitts and Nevis
St Lucia
St Vincent and the
Grenadines
Trinidad and Tobago
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3. WHAT ARE THE MAIN ADVANTAGES?
• A sole representative can open a new branch on behalf of the overseas business.
• Access to the UK’s lucrative economy which is the 5th largest national economy in the world; your
business can operate in one of the world’s international business hubs and trading centers.
• Access to a highly Skilled Workforce.
• Travel Visa-Free to 25+ countries with your UK Residency.
• Pathway to Indefinite Leave to Remain after 5 years representing the parent business and thereafter
obtaining a UK passport.
• Opportunity to bring your dependents to the UK.
• Guaranty a bright future for your family.
• Access to one of the best healthcare and education models (free).

4. WHAT ARE THE MAIN ELEMENTS THAT COULD ADVERSELY AFFECT MY APPLICATION?
There are certain elements that that can adversely affect your application if not handled correctly from the
onset and by an expert immigration advisor.
A major issue that arises is the matter of whether the sole representative has a considerable number of
shares in the company even though they are not majority shareholders. However, the Home Office may
decide to conduct an interview which could determine the outcome of the entire application. Answering
correctly is fundamental for the positive outcome of the application.
Additionally, during a hypothetical interview, the Home Office may have to verify which position the
candidate currently occupies in the overseas parent company, as well as their real day-to-day
responsibilities. Whether they believe the role to be indispensable or not for running the business, will
determine the outcome the application.

Applications could also be refused in cases where the Home Office believes that the application has been
made with the intention to transfer the headquarters to the UK. It is important to note that entry clearance
will be granted only when the candidate is genuinely “representing” the main company.
Ultimately, it is essential to present the case properly from the beginning and ensure that the company
representative is well-aware of the requirements and stands the best chance of success.
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5. HOW CAN WE ASSIST YOU?
We have been helping successful entrepreneurs
worldwide to obtain a Sole Representative of an
Overseas Business visa. With an unequaled team
of expert Citizenship & Residency consultants in
worldwide immigration programs,
Wincore Advisory Group will assist you and your
family to choose the most relevant program to
reach your targets. Protect your family in a safe
heaven, your wealth, your privacy, your
investment returns, and freedom.
As your trusted consultant, Wincore Advisory
Group will deploy all its efforts to annihilate any
obstacles or difficulties that might be surrounding
your personal situation so as to be in the best
position to obtain your UK Sole Representative
Visa in fast-track time.

If you wish to discuss the many benefits of
obtaining a UK Sole Representative of an Overseas
Business visa or any other immigration program,
feel free to contact us.
Maricar Caluracan
Wincore Advisory Group
Senior Corporate Advisor
T : +971 (0) 58 105 15 53
T: +971 (0) 42 212 6 02
m.caluracan@wincoreadvisory.com

Chinwe Azikiwe
Wincore Advisory Group
Senior Corporate Advisor
T: +971 (0) 50 630 0821
T: +971 (0) 42 212 6 02
c.azikiwe@wincoreadvisory.com

ABOUT WINCORE ADVISORY GROUP
Wincore Advisory Group is a multi-disciplinary aggregate of citizenship and residency planning, tax planning,
corporate services, corporate finance and wealth structuring advisory services provider. Our group was founded by
prior executives and directors of major banks, trust, CSP and law firms to provide unmatched on-the-ground
competences in the Middle East, Africa, US and Europe.
Under a private and independent ownership, our goal and commitment is to provide high quality pragmatic,
confidential, flexible and efficient solutions to address our clientele’s specific needs in the fast-moving international
business and tax law environment.
Our corporate, finance and tax structuring team comprises multidisciplinary experts who have gained significant
experience in the GCC, Africa and Europe in large and reputable international firms and financial institutions.
To keep pace with the changing international marketplace, we also continuously work to strengthen our international
networks to deliver seamless and first-class services.
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